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In my essays W h i t e S e r b i a I tried to prove the truth* 
fulness of the report of Constantinus Porphyrogenetes concer* 
ning the advent of Serbs and Croats in Illyricum. I demonstrated 
the absurdity of the interpretation put upon this report by 
Vatroslav Jagič'* and his successors. I also disputed the Gothic 
theory of L. Gumplovicz,* and contended that the Serbs came 
to the Balkan Peninsula from the country of the Elbian Serbs, 
i. e., principally from Saxony, and the Croats from the territories 
of the upper Elbe, upper Oder and upper Vistula. I furthermore 
contended that the Serbs of Constantinus must have been a small 
tribe of warlike organisation, and not — as others assert — a 
multitude which had evacuated its old native land and està* 
blished itself in the middle of the Balkan Peninsula like a wedge 
between the Slovenes and the Bulgars, i. e., between the Southern 
Slavs of Noricum and Thracia. 

I tried to prove this with intrinsic arguments of sociological 
and ethnological nature, such as appear even in the report of 
Constantinus Porphyrogenetes concerning the settlement of the 
Serbs upon their arrival in the town of T « ^igßha (Srbčište) to 
the north of Olympus.® A town, or rather, a naturally fortified 

^ Report of the II. Internat ional Congress for Byzantìnology in Belgrade. 
Apr i l 14 th, 1927. 

» N . Z u p a n i č , Bela Srbija. Zag reb 1932. 
' V . J a g i č , Ein Kapitel zur Geschichte der südslavischen Sprachen. 

(Archiv für slavische Philologie, Bd. XVII , p . 47—87). Berlin 1895. 
* L . G u m p l o w i c z , Chorvaci i Serbowde. Varšava 1902. 
' On the middle Hal lakmon (Bistrica) in t he south Macedonian distr ict 

of 'Pieria. 



camp, could not hold either a crowd of a million, or even a few 
hundred thousand, but only a warrior tribe of some tens of 
thousands. 

Prof. Šišič'' replies to my explanation and interpretation of 
Porphyrogenetes' report that my hypothesis is not probable; 
that in their new home the Serbian and Croatian tribes conti* 
nued their old patriarchal life under their Ž u p a n s (dukes). 
The silence of history for two centuries, the 7* and 8*, is the 
best proof that the Serbs and Croats were not conqueror tribes 
in the beginning of their history in the Balkan Peninsula, but 
only parts of a great amorphous Slav mass which for a long 
time had no idea of laying the foundations of organised states. 

The facts reported in the sole information we possess con* 
cerning the arrival of Croats and Serbs, viz., the report of Con* 
stantinus Porphyrogenetes, do not square with this explanation, 
and so one is driven back to the monistic view of Vatroslav 
Jagič concerning the settlement of Southern Slavs in the Balkan 
Peninsula. But a similar view concerning the advent of Serbs 
in Illyricum is not borne out by history, whose opinions are 
founded on definite sources and their explanation by ethnolo* 
gical and sociological laws and experience. 

Therefore it is necessary to prove that the interpretation 
of Constantinus Porphyrogenetes by V. Jagič is wrong, espe* 
cially as the majority of historians today are under the influence 
of Jagic's theory. 

Constantinus Porphyrogenetes writes^ that a body of Serbs 
under the command of its duke had immigrated from »White 
Serbia« into the realm of the Emperor Heraclius, who received 
the newcomers and assigned them as residence a place in the 
district of Saloniki (èv TO »ifian ßeaaaXovixfjg). This place was 
from that time forward known as ràEiQßXia or S r b č i š t e in the 
Slav translation of loh. Zonaras (14*̂  century). 

' F. Š i š i č , Povijest Hrva ta u vri jeme narodnih vladara, pag. 263, 264. 
Zagreb 1925. 

' C O N S T A N T I N U S P O B I P H Y R O G E N I T U S , D e adminis t rando imperio, 
cap. 32 dio 6s àdeì,(pìbv TÌ/V a^/rjv rT/g 2^eQß).lac; èx rov narpòi óia Sst,aiiév<i>v, ò sii 
avTmv TO rov Xaov avaXaßöfievoq ilfiiav elq '^HQ&XXEIOV ròv ßaavXea 'Pw/iaLiov ngo-
aéipsysv Sv xal npoaSe§<x,usvoQ è avròg ''H^óxXsiog ßaaiXevg napsayß rònov slg xaxa-
axfjvwaLV iv r^ ^i^ari QsaaalovixT/g rà 'SsQßXia, a. 'éxrors rfjv roiavxrjv TiQoatjyoplav 



It seemed incredible and unreasonable to V. Jagic, that 
a whole people should have found shelter in a place or even 
a district of Saloniki. It appears that Jagič is under the impresa 
Sion that the people which occupied the Serbian territory num« 
bered several hundreds of thousands, or a million, or even more. 
For such a multitude, naturally, neither the district of Saloniki, 
let alone the little place of ZtQßlia would be large enough. We 
must suppose that in such a complete immigration whole fami* 
lies would arrive with women and children, with cattle and 
chattels; and as the district of Saloniki could not hold them, 
how could it feed an entire people? But if the Serbs were so 
few in number that they could be accommodated in the district 
of Saloniki, or even in little S r b č i š t e — as it appears from 
the report of Constantinus Porphyrogenetes •— then the Serbs 
in question were not a multitude, and on no account could they 
have peopled the interior of the Balkan Peninsula, i. e., the 
Serbian territory of today. These are the arguments of V. Jagič, 
in and between the lines of his interpretation. 

I, too, am convinced that the district of Srbčište could not 
have held a people of a million or more, such as Jagič assumes. 
But it is not therefore necessary for us to consider the report 
of Porphyrogenetes incredible or fictitious. I concede that the 
numbers of the immigrant Serbs were such that the place of 
Srbišče could hold them, and I accept Jagic's point of view that 
because of their limited number they could not impart an ethni* 
cai stamp to the interior of the bulk of the Balkan Peninsula. 
This very passage concerning the settlement of the district of 
Saloniki by newcomers from »White Serbia« — the passage 
regarded by several authorities as the Achilles heel of this 
chapter of the work »D e a d m i n i s t r a n d o i m p e r i o« — 
I look upon as the most important, because it explains the whole 
problem of the advent of the Serbs and Croats in the South. 
For it points the way from the linguistic, ethnological, and histo* 
rical points of view to sociology and to theories of the origin 
of states and nations by foreign occupation and the subjugation 
of a people. 

Let us take the original account as it stands. Then we must 
admit that only so many Serbs came from »White Serbia« that 
the place of Srbčište (T« HiQßXia) could accommodate them, which 



means that they numbered only some tens of thousands. It would 
appear that even that small number could scarcely find shelter 
or sufficient food in so restricted a place. One is therefore driven 
to assume a benevolent attitude on the part of the Byzantine 
government, in as much as it permitted them to penetrate so 
far into the interior, even to the shores of Saloniki. It is even 
probable that they were at first supplied with food. It seems to 
me that the first Srbište (the Turkish Selfidže) must have been 
a warrior camp. Byzantium was not actuated by any humane 
regard for the northern barbarians, but assuredly only by sel* 
fish and political considérations. I therefore think it probable 
that the Serbs and Croats were summoned by the Emperor of 
Byzantium to help him against the Avars, and that he promised 
them lUyricum as a reward if they would wrest it from the 
Avars and acknowledge him as their lawful sovereign. The 
Croats and Serbs came south, as Porphyrogenetes writes; but 
most certainly they came as an organised army which had 
accomplished its task and now claimed its reward. The incident 
of the settlement of Srbišče proves that some sort of military 
discipline must held together the newcomers. A warrior tribe 
of a score or two of thousands at that time represented a po« 
werful army, as e. g. in the case of the Bulgars who numbered 
about 25.000 and subjugated the Slavs of Northern Thracia. 
Under the command of Asparuch ail the Bulgars found on the 
little island of Pevke in the Danubian Delta, and later on they 
established themselves not far from the présent village of Aboba 
in a camp of about 24 sq. km. 

Let me interpret the report of Porphyrogenetes in my way 
and ask what moment in the reign of the Emperor Heraclius 
could be most easily brought into connection with the advent 
of Serbs and Croats in the south? In 626 Byzantium was in great 
danger, because it was besieged by the Avars on the European 
side and by the Persians from the Asiatic side. Naturally, By« 
zantine diplomacy sought for help to save the capital and the 
State, and certainly the Emperor Heraclius would look for help 
towards the north^west, vhere at that time lived the great Duke 
Samo who with his Czechs had defeated his neighbours, both 
Avars and Franks. In Bohemia (which was also the home of the 
Croats) and likewise in »White Serbia« there must at that time 



h a v e b e e n p o w e r f u l w a r r i o r t r i b e s , a n d i t i s i n t e U i g i b l e t h a t t h e 
B y z a n t i n e s s h o u l d t r y t o g e t t h e m a s a l l i e s . C o n s t a n t i n o p l e a n d 
t h e r i c h s e a p o r t s o f t h e A d r i a t i c a n d E a g e a n s e a s a l s o d o u b t l e s s 
a t t r a c t e d t h e S e r b s , e s p e c i a l l y u n d e r f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s . 

A n i n v a s i o n b y S e r b s a n d C r o a t s i n t h e r e a r o f t h e A v a r s 
— a s I c o n n e c t i t w i t h t h e s i è g e o f C o n s t a n t i n o p l e — m a y w e l l 
h a v e c a u s e d a r e v o l t o f t h e S l a v s e m p l o y e d b y t h e A v a r s a t t h i s 
s i è g e , a n d t h e B y z a n t i n e c a p i t a l a n d S t a t e w e r e s a v e d f r o m t h e 
e n e m y . T h e C r o a t s o c c u p i e d t h e w e s t e r n p a r t o f I l l y r i c u m , a n d 
t h e S e r b s i t s i n t e r i o r . T h e S e r b i a n o c c u p a t i o n , i t a p p e a r s , l e f t 
c e r t a i n t r a c e s . M a n y n a m e s s o u t h o f O l y m p u s , — i. e . , i n G r e e c e 
p r o p e r — , w h i c h a r e S e r b i a n , p r o v e t h a t S e r b s o n c e l i v e d i n t h e 
d i s t r i c t o f S a l o n i k i . B e c a u s e t h e r e a r e m o r e S e r b i a n n a m e s f o r 
v i l l a g e s t o b e f o u n d i n t h e s m a l l G r e e k t e r r i t o r y t h a n i n t h e 
w i d e s p a c e b e t w e e n t h e Š a r « p l a n i n a a n d O l y m p u s , w e m a y 
a s s u m e t h a t i n t h e 7 * c e n t u r y G r e e c e a c c o m m o d a t e d s c a t t e r e d 
s e t t l e r s f r o m ' S r b i š č e , s i n c e t h e S e r b s o n t h e i r a r r i v a i f r o m t h e 
n o r t h w e r e a f f o r d e d o p p o r t u n i t y o f s e t t l i n g i n t h e s o u t h i n 
n e i g h b o u r i n g G r e e c e . L a t e r o n , w h e n t h e S e r b s w e r e a l r e a d y 
s e t t l e d i n t h e n e t w o r k o f t h e r i v e r s T a r a , L i m , D r i n a , a n d I b a r , 
i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o i m a g i n e t h a t t h e y w o u l d h a v e s o u g h t o u t t h e 
d i s t a n t G r e e k p e n i n s u l a . 

F r o m t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w w e m u s t 
b e l i e v e t h a t t h è s e S e r b s a n d C r o a t s f e l t t h e m s e l v e s l e g a l l y a n d 
m o r a l l y s u p e r i o r , n o t o n l y t o t h e A v a r s a n d V l a c h s , b u t a l s o t o 
t h e » S l a v s « l i b e r a t e d f r o m t h e A v a r s . T h e S e r b s a n d C r o a t s 
m u s t h a v e o c c u p i e d h i g h e r s o c i a l p o s i t i o n s i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
a n d t h e a r m y . T h e y b e c a m e a p r i v i l e g e d c l a s s i n t h e s t a t e . T h i s 
f a c t a p p e a r s a l s o f r o m t h e i r s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e M i d d l e 
A g e s , w h i c h a r e i n s o m e r e s p e c t s t h e o u t c o m e a n d e c h o o f t h e 
g r e a t e v e n t r e p o r t e d b y C o n s t a n t i n u s P o r p h y r o g e n e t e s . 

T h e t w o s m a l l w a r r i o r t r i b e s o f C r o a t s a n d S e r b s , n u m b e * 
r i n g o n l y f e w s c o r e s o f t h o u s a n d s , o b v i o u s l y c o u l d n o t p o p u l a t e 
t h e g r e a t t e r r i t o r i e s o f I l l y r i c u m a n d g i v e t h e m a n e t h n i c a l 
s t a m p . T h e y w e r e m e r g e d i n t h e S l a v m a s s , p r e d e c e s s o r s o f t h e 
S o u t h e r n S l a v s o f t o d a y , w h i c h h a d o v e r r u n t h e b u l k o f t h e 
B a l k a n P e n i n s u l a s o m e t i m e p r e v i o u s l y f r o m t h e A d r i a t i c t o 
t h e E u x i n e . O n l y t h e C r o a t i a n a n d S e r b i a n n a m e s r e m a i n e d 
d o m i n a n t i n t w o s t a t e s w h e r e t h e a r r i v a i o f t w o w a r r i o r t r i b e s 
c o n s i t u t e d t w o p o i n t s o f c r y s t a l l i s a t i o n , t w o s t a t e ^ b u i l d i n g i d e a s . 



T h e C r o a t s a n d S e r b s , s e t t l e d a m o n g t h e S l a v m a s s , d i s a p p e a r e d 

l i n g u i s t i c a l l y . F r o m t h i e e t h n i c a l , h i s t o r i c a l , a n d s o c i o l o g i c a l 

p r o c e s s d e v e l o p e d t h e S e r b s a n d C r o a t s o f t o d a y , w h i c h a r e o f 

o n e l a n g u a g e a n d b l o o d . W i t h t h e i r d i a l e c t s t h e y f o r m t h e l i n k 

b e t w e e n t h e B u l g a r s i n t h e e a s t a n d t h e S l o v è n e s i n t h e w e s t . 

A n d i n s p i t e o f a H a p p e a r a n c e t o t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e r e p o r t o f 

C o n s t a n t i n u s P o r p h y r o g e n e t e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e a d v e n t o f S e r b s 

a n d C r o a t s i n t h e s o u t h r e m a i n s i n t a c t a s a v e r a c i o u s d o c u m e n t , 

— w h i c h i s w h a t I h a v e s e t m y s e l f t o p r o v e . 

T h i s i s t h e o n l y p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n o f C o n s t a n t i n u s P o r * 

p h y r o g e n e t e s . A n d m o r e o v e r b y i t t h e l a n g u a g e a n d u n i t y o f 

t h e S o u t h e r n S l a v s b e t w e e n t h e A d r i a t i c a n d t h e E u x i n e r e m a i n s 

i n t a c t . 

T h e m a n n e r o f t h e S e r b s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e c a m p rà séç^lia in 

S o u t h M a c e d o n i a e n a b l e s u s t o c o n s i d e r t h e S e r b s a s b e i n g f e w 

i n n u m b e r a n d t h e r e f o r e a s c o n q u e r o r s o f t h e b u l k o f S o u t h e r n 

S l a v s , a s w e l l a s o f t h e r e m u a n t s of R o m a n s , l U y r i a n s a n d A v a r s 

o n t h e s o i l o f l U y r i c u m . A s I a l r e a d y h e l d t h i s s o c i o l o g i c a l o p i * 

n i o n u p o n t h e h i s t o r i c a l v i e w o f t h e a r r i v a i o f t h e S e r b s a n d 

C r o a t s i n t h e S o u t h , I d i d n o t w a n t t o b o r r o w i t f r o m a n o t h e r ; 

b e c a u s e t h e a r g u m e n t i s , i n f a c t , t h a t w h i c h I h a v e j u s t g i v e n ; 

a n d b e c a u s e n o b o d y e l s e h a s s o f a r a d d u c e d a n y h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s 

o r a r g u m e n t s t o p r o v e t h e t h e o r y o f t h e o r i g i n o f S e r b p e o p l e 

b y c o n q u e s t o f a g r e a t m a s s o f p e o p l e b y a s m a l l n u m b e r o f 

c o n q u e r o r s . 

T h e p r a c t i c a l f o u n d a t i o n o f s t a t e s a n d n a t i o n s b y s u c h 

c o n q u e s t w a s k n o w n a l r e a d y s o m e c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e t h e p u b l i * 

c a t i o n o f G u m p l o w i c z ' t h e o r y , a s p r o o v e d t h e a r r i v a i o f t h e 

F r a n k e i n G a l l i a , t h e a r r i v a i o f t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n s R u s s s i a n s 

a m o n g S a r m a t i a r i S l a v s , a n d t h e s u b j u g a t i o n o f t h e S o u t h e r n 

S l a v s i n T h r a c i a b y t h e B u l g a r s . 

I h a v e t h o u g h t i t n e c e s s a r y t o m a k e t h i s r e m a r k , o n a c c o u n t 

o f m y e s t e e m e d f r i e n d s M r . L u d m i l H a u p t m a n n ^ a n d M r . F . 

Š i š i ć , ^ p r o f e s s o r s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Z a g r e b . 

« L . H a u p t m a n n , Dolazak Hrva ta . Zborn ik Kralja Tomis lava ; (iPkx 
sebna djela Jugosloveneke Akademi je znanosti i umjetnost i , XVII , pag. 87, 
not . 9: »Uz njega (t. j . Gumplowicza) pr is taje s is t im razlozima sada Zupanić 
N . : Bela Srbija.) 

» F. S i š i ć , op . c i t pag. 263. 



N a s e l i t e v S r b o v v m a k e d o n s k e m m e s t u S r b * 
č i š t u v V I I . s t o 1 e t j ' u t e r e t n o l o š k i i n s o c i j o 1 o š k i 
m o m e n t v i z v e s t j u K o n s t a n t i n a P o r f i r o g e n i t a 

o p r i h o d u S r b o v i n H r v a t o v . 

{Vsebina predavanja dr. N . 2upanića na П. internacijonalnem kongresu bizanti» 
nologov v Belem gradu, dne 14. aprila 1927.) 

C a r K o n s t a n t i n V I I . P o r f i r o g e n i t p i š e v s v o j e m d e l u » D e 
a d m i n i s t r a n d o i m p e r i o « , d a b a l k a n s k i S r b i i z h a j a j o o d » B e l i h 
S r b o v « , k i s o ž i v e l i v d e ž e l i B o j k i , v s o s e d s t v u » B e l e H r v a t i j e « i n 
F r a n c i j e ( N e m č i j e ) . Č e z a b o l j š o o r i j e n t a c i j o d o m o v i n e B e l i h 
S r b o v d o d a m o š e K o n s t a n t i n o v o p o r o č i l o o g e o g r a f s k i l e g i B e l e 
H r v a t s k e , d a j e n a m r e č l e ž a l a n a s e v e r n i s t r a n i M a d j a r s k e g a i n 
n a v z h o d n i s t r a n i f r a n k o v s k e z e m l j e a s e v e r o z a p a d n o o d B a v a r * 
s k e g a , p o t e m p a č n e m o r e b i t i d v o m a , d a j e K o n s t a n t i n i m e l n a 
m i s l i p o l a b s k e S r b e , k o j i h o s t a n k i s e n a h a j a j o š e d a n e s v L u ž i c i 
n a S a k s o n s k e m . P o t e m t a k e m b i m o r a l i d a n a š n j i j u ž n o - s l o v e n s k i 
S r b i i z h a j a t i i z s e v e r n o z a p a d n e s l o v a n s k e j e z i k o v n e s k u p i n e , k i 
s e p r i U č n o r a z l i k u j e o d v z h o d n e ( r u s k e ) i n j u ž n o s l o v a n s k e ( S l o * 
v e n c i , H r v a t i , S r b i , B o l g a r i ) . O p i r a j o č s e n a t a l o g i č n i z a k l j u č e k 
j e V a t r o s l a v J a g i ć n a p i s a l z n a m e n i t o r a z p r a v o » E i n K a p i t e l z u r 
G e s c h i c h t e d e r s i i d s l a v i s c h e n S p r a c h e n « ( 1 8 9 5 ) , v k a t e r e m s u m i i z 
v e č r a z l o g o v o v e r o d o s t o j n o s t i i n i s t i n i t o s t i p o r o č i l a K o n s t a n t i n a 
P o r f i r o g e n i t a o p r i h o d u H r v a t o v i n S r b o v n a j u g . 

J a g i ć i n n j e g o v i u č e n c i p o b i j a j o r e s n i č n o s t P o r f i r o g e n i t o v e g a 

s p i s a v p r v e m r e d u i z j e z i k o v n i h r a z l o g o v , m e n e č , d a b i n a s e l i t e v 

S r b o v i n H r v a t o v v I l i r i k u , t . j . v s r e d i n i B a l k a n s k e g a p o l o t o k a 

r a z t r g a l a j e d i n s t v o J u g o s l o v e n o v i n e t n o l o š k o v p o d o b i k l i n a 

l o č i l a B o l g a r e o d S l o v e n c e v , t . j . J u g o s l o v e n e T r a c i j e o d o n i h 

N o r i k a . J a g i ć j e n a m r e č v z g o r a j n a v e d e n i r a z p r a v i s i j a j n o u t e * 

m e l j i l i n d o k a z a l j e z i k o v n o j e d i n s t v o j u ž n i h S l o v e n o v i z m e d 

Č r n e g a m o r j a i n S o č e . J u ž n i S l o v e n i t v o r i j o h o m o g e n o s k u p i n o 

d i j a l e k t o v , v k a t e r i p o s a m e z n i g o v o r i i n n a r e č j a p r e h a j a j o 

o r g a n s k o d r u g a v d r u g o i n s o v e z a n i m e d s e b o j k a k o r č l e n i 

v e r i g e . Č e p a b i b i l i z a č a s a b i z a n t i n s k e g a c a r j a H e r a k l i j a ( 6 1 0 d o 

6 4 1 ) H r v a t i i n S r b i r e s p r i š l i i z p o r e č j a L a h e v I l i r i k , k a k o r p r i * 

p o v e d u j e v š k r l a t u r o j e n i K o n s t a n t i n V I L , p o t e m b i l j u d s t v o o b 

M o r a v i , D r i n i , B o s n i , N e r e t v i g o v o r i l o d a n e s p r i b l i ž n o t a k ; o , 

k a k o r s e g o v o r i v L u ž i c i n a S a š k e m . K e r p a n i t e m u t a k o , 



s m a t r a t i j e K o n s t a n t i n o v e t r d i t v e z a i z m i š l j o t i n o i n i s k a t i i z v o r 

S r b o v v s e d r u g j e n e g o m e d L a b o i n S a l o . T a k o m e n i J a g i c . 

K o t n a d a l j n o p o d k r e p l j e n j e z a d o k a z n e v e r j e t n o s t i i z v e s t j a 

K o n s t a n t i n a P o r f i r o g e n i t a n a v a j a V . J a g i c n e k o d r u g o t r d i t e v i z 

i s t e g a c e s a r j e v e g a i z v e s t j a , d a j e n a m r e č b i z a n t i n s k i v l a d a r 

H e r a k l e j o d k a z a l S r b o m p o n j i h o v e m p r i h o d u n a j u g z a b i v a n j e 

m e s t o ( d i s t r i k t ) r « ^iç^ha ( S r b č i š t e , v s l o v e n s k e m p r e v o d u 

Z o n a r a s a i z X I V . s t o l . ) , k i l e ž i s e v e r n o o d O l i m p a , v P i e r i j i . T u 

s o t u d i o s t a l i g o t o v k r a t e k č a s . P r i t e j i p r i l i k i s e v p r a š a z 

z a č u d e n j e m V . J a g i c , k a k o b i m o g e l k a r c e l n a r o d n a j t i p r o s t o r a 

z a p r e b i v a n j e i n ž i v l j e n j e v o b s e g u m a l e g a d i s t r i k t a a l i c e l o s a m o 

m e s t e c a S r b č i š t a ? ! S m a t r a j o č t o z a n e p r i r o d n o i n a b s u r d n o , 

V . J a g i c m i s l i , d a v p r a v t a t o č k a i z r v e s t j a j a s n o d o k a z u j e n i č n o s t 

v e s t i K o n s t a n t i n a P o r f i r o g e n i t a o p r i h o d u S r b o v n a j u g . 

P r e d a v a t e l j N . Z u p a n i ć p a j e z o p e t d r u g e g a m n e n j a t r d e č , 

d a j e v p r a v t o m e s t o i z v e s t j a ( n a s e l i t e v v S r b i c i ) v š k r l a t u r o j e * 

n e g a c a r j a , k a t e r o s m a t r a V . J a g i c z a a h U o v o p e t o c e l o t n e g a 

p r i p o v e d o v a n j a — n a j v a ž n e j š e i n n a j m e r o d a j n e j š e z a d o k a z v e r o * 

d o s t o j n o s t i i z v e s t j a o n a č i n u s e l i t v e S r b o v n a j u g . T o m e s t o 

o p o z a r j a n a m r e č z g o d o v i n a r j a p r i t o l m a č e n j u i z v o r a n e s a m o n a 

l i n g v i s t i č n o - e t n o l o š k i m o m e n t , a m p a k g a o d v a j a t u d i n a s o c i j o * 

l o š k o s t a l i š č e s m o t r e n j a i n r a z m i š l j a n j a . Č e j e b i l o n a m r e č 

z a S r b e p r i n j i h o v e m p r i h o d u n a B a l k a n s k i p o l * 

o t o k d o v o l j m e s t a v o b s e g u d i s t r i k t a a l i c e l o 

s a m o m e s t a S r b č i š t a , p o t e m p a č n i s o m o g l i š t e t i 

s t o t i s o č e a l i c e l o m i l i j o n I j i u d i , k a k o r s i p o * 

g o j n o p r e d s t a v i jI a V . J a g i c , a m p a k s a m o n e k a j 

d e s e 1 1 i s o č e л^ I n k e r n i n o b e n e g a v z r o k a d v o m i t i o i s t i n i t o s t i 

n a v e d b e o n a s e l j e n j u v S r b č i š t u , j o j e m l j e p r e d a v a t e l j z a i z h o * 

d i š č e p r i t o l m a č e n j u c e l e g a i z v e s t j a K o n s t a n t i n a P o r f i r o g e n i t a . 

D e j s t v o , d a j e S r b č i š t e m o g l o s p r e j e t i s r b s k e p r i š l e c e i z 

P o l a b j a o z n a č u j e n j i h o v o m a l o š t e v i l n o s t i n n a v a j a n a m i s e l , d a 

s i j e t r e b a i v p r i d o š l i h S r b i h p r e d s t a v l j a t i g o t o v v o j a š k i 

o r g a n i z i r a n z b o r o d n e k o l i k o d e s e t t i s o č l j u d i , 

k i j e m o g e l B i z a n t i n c e m k o r i s t n o p o s l u ž i t i v b o j i h p r o t i O b r o m , 

a n e m n o g o š t e v i l n o n e o r g a n i z i r a n o n a r o d n o m a s o , k i b i b i l a b r e z 

i n t e r e s a z a B i z a n c i n c a r j a H e r a k l e j a . Z a t o m i s l i p r e d a v a t e l j , d a 

s i j e t r e b a p r e d s t a v l j a t i S r b č i š t e v e č a l i m a n j k o t u t r j e n o t a b o * 

r i š č e i n t o t e m p r e j , k e r s e t o m e s t o t u d i v p o z n e j š e m s r e d n j e m 

v e k u s p o m i n j a k o t t r d n j a v a o b s r e d n j e m t o k u B i s t r i c e ( H a l i a k * 



i r i o n a ) . L e p p r i m e r z a t a k s l u č a j , i n z a t a k o r a z l a g a n j e К . P . n a m 
n u d i n a s e l i t e v t u r s k i h B o l g a r o v , k i s o s i , č e t u d i m a l o š t e v i l n i 
( 2 0 . 0 0 0 d o 2 5 . 0 0 0 ) p o d č i n i l i J u g o s l o v e n e T r a k i j e . B o l g a r i s o s e 
n a s e l i l i p r e d o s v o j e n j e m T r a k i j e n a m a l e m o t o k u P e v k e v 
d u n a v s k i d e l t i i n p o z n e j e v u t r j e n e m t a b o r i š č u A b o b i b l i z u 
Š u m e n a , k i j e m e r i l o v s e g a 2 3 km^. 

S r b i p a n i s o o s t a l i d o l g o v j u ž n i M a k e d o n i j i , a m p a k s o s e 
n a p o t i l i p r o t i s e v e r u v s t a r o d o m a č i j o k a k o r s o t o s t o r i l i H e r u l i 
s t o l e t p o p r e j , k o s o s e v r n i l i i z j u ž n e O g r s k e v S k a n d i n a v i j o . 
A l i p r e s t o p i v š i D u n a v p r i B e l e m g r a d u s o s i S r b i s t v a r p r e m i s l i l i , 
s e v r n i l i t e r z a v z e l i I l i r i k , k j e r s o š e d a n e s . R a z u m l j i v o j e , d a t a 
m a l o š t e v i l n a v o j a š k a d r u ž i n a n i m o g l a d a t i I l i r i k u o s n o v n o p r e * 
b i v a l s t v o , č e b i b i l t a s l u č a j n o p r a z e n , a i s t o t a k o n i m o g l a 
a s i m i l i r a t i ž e z a t e č e n i h J u g o s l o v e n o v i n j i m v t i s n i t i e t n i č n i p e č a t 
p o l a b s k e g a S l o v e n s t v a . T o p o t r j u j e r a v n o J a g i č e v d o k a z , d a s o 
n a m r e č d a n a š n j i J u g o s l o v e n i i z m e d A d r i j e i n P o n t a o r g a n s k a 
j e z i k o v n a c e l o t a , k i n i p r e k i n j e n a v s r e d i n i t a m , k j e r s t a n u j e j o 
v p r a v S r b i i n H r v a t i . 

K a k š n o v l o g o s o t o r e j i g r a l i p o l a b s k i S r b i p r i J u g o s l o v e n i h 
I l i r i k a ? S a m o s o c i j a l n o i n p o l i t i č n o , a e t n o l o š k o v n a j m a n j š i 
m e r i . I l i r i k j e b i l n a m r e č v p r v i h d v e h d e s e t l e t j i h V I I . s t o l e t j a 
v m a s i n a s e l j e n o d o n i h J u g o s l o v e n o v , k i s o ž e o d V I . s t o l e t j a 
č a k a l i n a D u n a v u i n d o l n j i S a v i n a u g o d e n č a s , d a p r o d r o p r e k o 
t e v o d n e m e j e b i z a n t i n s k e d r ž a v e i n z a s e d e j o B a l k a n s k i p o l o t o k . 
A l i n o s i l c e v h r v a t s k e g a i n s r b s k e g a i m e n a — m i s l i p r e d a v a t e l j — 
n i š e b i l o m e d t e m i J u g o s l o v e n i (Exka^rivoi). O n o s i l c i h t e h 
d v e h e t n i č n i h i m e n n a m p r i p o v e d u j e v p r a v K o n s t a n t i n P o r f i r o * 
g e n i t , d a s o p r i š U i z B e l e H r v a t s k e i n B e l e S r b i j e , t . j . i z P o l a b j a 
i n p o r e č j a g o r n j e O d r e . O n i s o p o m a g a l i B i z a n t i n c e m p r e m a g a t i 
O b r e ( A v a r e ) i n s o p o z m a g i z a v z e l i I l i r i k k o t g o s p o d u j o č i g o r n j i 
s l o j , u s t v a r i v š i g o t o v o d r ž a v n o o r g a n i z a c i j o p o d s v o j i m i i m e n i . 
E t n i č n o i n j e z i k o v n o ' p a s o h r v a t s k i i n s r b s k i o s v o j i t e l j i 
l e p r a v m a l e g a p o m e n a i n s o v g l a v n e m p r o p a d l i , s p r e j e m n i j e z i k 
o s n o v n e g a j u g o s l o v e n s k e g a p r e b i v a l s t v a . 

S a m o n a t a k n a č i n m o r e i m e t i p r a v v š k r l a t u r o j e n i c a r s k i 
z g o d o v i n a r , a d a p r i t e m o s t a n e n e o k r n j e n o j e d i n s t v o j e z i k a 
S l o v e n o v m e d P o n t o m i n i ^ d r i j o . I z n a v e d e n i h r a z l o g o v j e p a č 
r a z v i d n o , d a s o u g o v o r i V . J a g i č a i n F . Š i š i č a n e o p r a v i č e n i i n 
j i h j e s m a t r a t i z a b r e z p r e d m e t n e . 
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N i n a s n a v e d l a s t u d i j a L . G u m p l o w i c z a o H r v a t i h i n S r b i h 
( V a r š a v a 1 9 0 2 ) n a g o r n j e t o l m a č e n j e K o n s t a n t i n a P o r f i r o g e n i t a , 
k a k o r m i s l i L . H a u p t m a n n , a m p a k n a s j e n a v e d l o n a m i s e l t o l m a » 
č e n j a p o s t a n k a s r b s k e g a n a r o d a p o t o m o s v a j a n j a j u g o s l o v e n s k e 
m a s e p o r a z m e r o m a m a l o š t e v i l n i v o j a š k o o r g a n i z i r a n i t r u m i 
p o l a b s k i h S r b o v — r a v n o p r i p o v e d o v a n j e K o n s t a n t i n a P o r f i r o * 
g e n i t a o n a s e l i t v i p r i š l e c e v v S r b č i š t u . N i t i L . G u m p l o w i c z n i t i 
k d o d r u g i n i s p o z n a l v r e d n o s t i t e g a p r e v a ž n e g a m e s t a z a r a z l a g o 
c e l o k u p n e g a i z v e s t j a o p r i h o d u S r b o v n a j u g . 


