The exhibition project Exchanging Glances: Between Design and Slovene Folk Culture is the result of co-operation
between a number of institutions, individual artists and teachers at higher education institutes within the University of Ljubljana.
The individual artistic and design concepts exhibited at eight exhibitions were born out of contacts and flirtations with ethnological

themes and with objects that during the process, came to represent a creative challenge, a transition of the past into the
present...

Nina Zdravic Polic¢
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University of Ljubljana, Academy of Fine Arts, Department of Design
Mentorship: Professor Radovan Jenko, Professor Tomaz Krzisnik, Professor Ranko Novak and Professor Peter Skalar.

In October 2004 3" and 4" years students studying visual communication within the Department of Design, as part of a special seminar
programme, completed an assignment entitled Translation of Slovene folk wisdom selected sayings and proverbs into visual images.
The goals of the assignment were to come up with fresh, modern visual interpretations or visual commentaries on well-known themes of
folk wisdom.

Out of more than a hundred creations, the supervisors made their selection using the following criteria: a strong idea, comprehensibility
of the visual translation and artistic creativity orinnovation in execution. The students, using their own artistic sensibility and grasp of the
world around them, tried to translate a specific proverb or saying into an image that represented a response to the essence of the
message conveyed by that particular piece of folk wisdom.

Radovan Jenko
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Telekom Slovenije, for it designers KatjuSa Kranjc Srdi¢ and Rok Kuhar

The Oid for New Year

New Years gifts for Telekom Slovenije 2005

To give a gift means to give part of yourself. Our gift tells the recipient something about ourselves, our culture, our understanding of our environment and,
finally, about our attitude to the past and to the future.

This selection and the image it presents rests on Slovene cultural heritage, but is supplemented by the contemporary.

Telekom Slovenije, as the national telecommunications company, is well aware of its social responsibilities. We have built upon our close cooperation with the
Slovene Ethnographic Museum to produce a collection of New Year and business gifts that represent a contemporary take on Slovenia’s cultural heritage. The
proposal for Telekom Slovenije’s New Year gifts originates from what is home made, familial and Slovene. But we have built on the original through creative
intervention, transforming the familiar into something new and innovative. Traditional themes have been reformulated in modern terms, and former approaches
translated into modern materials.

The collections of the Slovene Ethnographic Museum conceal a wealth of ideas, shrouded in time. Bringing them to life through the re-valuing of selected
exhibits is an attempt to draw attention to the creativity and longing for beauty that has long gone hand-in-hand in the creation of everyday products.

To the reflective, curious and creative maker, the old can provide assistance in creating the new. From out of what is old, experienced and already achieved is
born the new. The products our forebears created can be a help, a pointer or merely a spark that lights the fires of creativity.

Some objects are merely replicas, employing modern materials that allow for mass production. In others, there is only a trace of the old: new products that
draw inspiration from museum exhibits, but in the creative process become newly fresh, in tune with the times and, of course, eminently functional.

KatjuSa Kranjc Srdi¢ and Rok Kuhar
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